
HISTORY OF COLBY COMMUNITY COLLEGE ENDOWMENT 
 
The Colby Community College Endowment Association was chartered under the laws of the State of 
Kansas on September 25, 1964 as a non-profit educational corporation to encourage, receive and 
administer gifts and bequests for the benefit of Colby Community College, its students and its staff.  This 
action established an organization, which has been invaluable to the growth and development of Colby 
Community College.  
 
The original incorporators included Leon E. Roulier, Jesse J. Evans and Donald E. Phillips.  On November 
17, 1964, these incorporators met to adopt by-laws and elect six Trustees.  The six Trustees elected were J. 
H. Nickel, Charles H. Schiefen, Thomas A. Pratt and the original three previously mentioned.  At the first 
meeting of the Endowment Association,  J. H. Nickel was named Resident-Agent of the Corporation at 
750 West Third Street, which was approved as the official place of business.  
 
The founders began to operate an Endowment Association, which was not only the first organized in the 
state of Kansas for a public two-year college, but also was one that has been so successful that it has been 
copied by many other Kansas community colleges.  
 
In a letter from the Internal Revenue Service dated March 8, 1965, the Endowment Association was 
granted a 501c(3) tax-exempt status.  This allowed that all gifts, legacies, bequests or any other donations 
given to the Endowment Association would be deductible by the donor.  This authorization was most 
essential to the success of the organization.  
 
The first Annual Meeting of the Colby Community College Endowment Association was held on October 
19, 1965 in the Colby Community Building.  Jesse J. Evans was elected President and Chairman of the 
Board of Trustees, Donald E. Phillips was named Vice-president, and Nickel and Roulier retained the 
offices of Secretary and Treasurer, respectively.  
 
In 1968, the Association advanced almost $87,000 to three contractors for the construction of a residence 
hall, later named Living Center North, on campus to house 80 students.  In the spring of 1969, the 
Endowment Association agreed to construct a classroom building on a plot of ground leased to them by 
the College.  The Ferguson family contributed some $64,000 to aid in constructing this facility, and at its 
dedication it was named Ferguson Hall.  The first phase of construction was completed in time for classes 
of the 1969 fall semester.  The Licensed Practical Nursing and Animal Hospital Technology programs had 
been approved and were underway.  The fall enrollment exceeded the 550 originally designated as 
capacity for the College.  Dr. Richard Mosier, President of Colby Community College, cited the need for 
15 additional faculty members for the upcoming academic year.  
 
Fund-raising efforts were an important part of the Colby Community College Endowment Association 
activities from the beginning.  Pancake feeds, airplane rides, dinner theaters and benefit dances were held 





a number of significant achievements.  Under the leadership of presidents Jack Fitzsimmons, Norm Wilks 
and Forrest May, the large addition to the Agriculture Building for the Animal Hospital Tech Program 
was completed.  In 1983, a 5,000 square foot annex to the H. F. Davis Memorial Building was designed 
and erected.  This allowed for the enlargement of floor space for library purposes, the expansion of the 
Comprehensive Learning Center and the addition of a classroom for the Business program and a room 
for the Computer Lab.  
 
Perhaps the most significant event during the early 1980’s was the $250,000 gift to Colby Community 
College from Olive Garvey.  With the cooperation of the Garvey family, the decision was made to endow 
$150,000 of this gift to insure long-term benefits to the College and use $100,000 of this money to build an 
addition to the College library to provide much needed space.  This was a truly significant contribution to 





activity/wellness center with a start from a $250,000 Federal grant for bricks and mortar. The Foundation 
solicited the help of the Hartsook Company to help with the campaign. This campaign was abandoned by 
the College in the spring of 2007after being voted down in the April election. The Foundation separated 
from the Hartsook Company loosing approximately $400,000 on the endeavor. Although two of the major 
gifts received (totaling $375K) from the campaign were placed into the Nursing Professorship fund to be 
used as a matching fund with the KBOR to provide assistance with the Nursing instructor salaries.  
On December 29, 2009area farmer Maxine Neville left the Foundation the largest gift received to date, of 
$1.4M. This fund is to be invested and maintained to award twenty nursing scholarships annually. These 
funds came in cash, investments, and land. With the addition of these monies the Foundation passed the 
5M dollar mark.  
 
Another area resident and farmer, Patricia Embree left a large portion (1M) of her trust to Colby 
Community College Endowment Foundation in the fall of 2011 to be used for CCC Faculty enrichment.  
 
SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 
 
One of the major responsibilities of the Colby Community College Endowment Foundation is the 
administration of over 175 individual scholarship funds.  Alumni, friends, businesses and corporations 
have established scholarship funds for a variety of reasons.  A majority of the funds are permanently 
endowed scholarships.  The principal remains intact and invested at all times.  All contributions increase 
the principal balance, and scholarships are awarded from the interest earned on the principal investment.  
To establish an endowed scholarship, a minimum of $1,000 is required within one year.  Interest earned 
will be re-endowed in the scholarship until the endowed amount reaches $2,000.  At that time, the 
scholarship will be awarded from the interest earned. 
 
If a fund has less than or does not meet the preferred $1,000 minimum, it may still be endowed by investing 
the donations with the Colby Community College Endowment Scholarship Fund in honor or memory of 
an individual, organization or event.  The earnings from this fund provide scholarships for the Colby 
Community College Scholarship Program, which is funded by the Endowment Association.   
 
Another type of scholarship fund is a restricted scholarship fund.  With this fund, the contributions are 
awarded as a scholarship.  The donor may contribute and offer an immediate scholarship award.  A 
restricted fund is not considered a permanent fund.  
 
Selection of the scholarship recipients can be made by the Colby Community College Endowment 
Association or by a committee within a particular area of study.  A committee must make the selection, not 
an individual.  Each scholarship fund has specific eligibility criteria to guide the selection committees in 
the award process.  

 


